The Earliest Beginnings
 
In the early 1800’s the United States continued to grow and in doing so renegotiated treaties’ with Native Americans gradually pushing them west. In the early part of the 19th Century Missouri was populated with displaced eastern tribes and a few well organized indigenous tribes.  A series of treaties with Native Americans from 1820 – 1830 made new land available through Missouri, particularly when Osage Indians were relocated to Kansas. As these treaties were negotiated settlement of the area quickly followed leading to the admission of Missouri into the Union is 1821
 
Many of the relocated tribes settled in and around the wilderness area at the confluence of the Missouri and Kansas Rivers.  Since the Indians were given annuities to compensate for their land they had rather significant purchasing power.  In addition, they had the ability to acquire furs which were much desired in the east.  This made the area a perfect place to set up a Trading Post.  
 
In fact, 1821 Francois Chouteau established a fur trading post near the confluence of the rivers.  Mountain men and Indian traders soon joined him such that by 1840 there were 26 French speaking Catholic families scattered mostly around the confluence and below the bluffs.  The Missouri River transport was their main channel of commerce and it exclusively involved trade of goods brought upstream in keel boats from St. Louis to sell to the annuity financed Indian tribes and as exchange for furs destined for eastern markets.  They called their enterprise West Port (not to be confused the Town Of Westport).
 
This small French Trading Community was limited by the very scope of its product.  The next big area development, the establishment of an overland trade route to Mexico, brought so many immigrants and trading opportunities that the fur trading community was gradually overwhelmed.  The ever enterprising Issac McCoy’s and son John could he see the value of trading with the cash rich Indians, but he saw the opportunities in outfitting trips on the Santa Fe Trail.  McCoy opened a Store on the new Santa Fe Trail at the present location of Westport.  Aided by the development of the steamboat with its capacity to deliver large amounts of supplies, he negotiated to receive his goods and supplies from Chouteau’s Landing, now located at the present location of the Town of Kansas.  The trading community gave way to a shipping community and the focus moved away from trading with Indians to providing supplies for the Santa Fe, California, and Oregon Trails.  
 
While traffic along the Santa Fe Trail diminished during the 1840’s during the War with Mexico, overland trails to Oregon and California opened up when the U.S. claimed Oregon and news spread of gold strikes in California.  This brought hordes of travelers from Europe and the eastern U.S.  The increased overland traffic bought more traffic to the Missouri River and the town of Kansas.  The need for supplies and temporary lodging pushed the town beyond its location below the bluffs. Still, the Town of Kansas became the focus of development for the next 30 years until the Hannibal Bridge was opened in July 3rd, 1869.  Then development shifted back to the flat river bottom that opened to the southwest.  That is another story.
